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Pastor's Message 


There could be no future for Zion Church, had 
there not been a past. The dedication and the 
aspirations of our forefathers and of this 
generation determine what our future shall be. We 
are more than grateful for the century of the 
development of the Christian faith - we are in- 
debted! We raise our praises to our Father for the 
foundations laid by the Pastors and people of Zion 
Church throughout these years. And now we pray 
that the Spirit that was given to them may now be 
imbued in us that we, too, may join that “Choir 
Invisible of those who live... in minds made better 
by their presence; in pulses stirred to generosity; 
in deeds of daring rectitude; ..in thoughts that 
pierce the night like stars... and urge man’s search 
to vaster issues.” 


The visions | would have for Zion Church cannot 
be fully realized in my pastorate. They will require 
the ministry of my successors. Nevertheless, | 
would have a dream of a Zion Church that has 
deepened its understanding or our faith in our 
Lord Jesus Christ. | would hope for an impatience 
with the superficial and a grappling with the 
realities of our discipleship with these realities. 


| would dream of a generation of people whose 
appreciation of the past would not prevent them 
from daring to break new paths into the future - 
that express their own understandings and their 
own interpretation of the Christian faith. 


There would be a dream of a people who would 
share the joys of their Christian experience with 
others. | would see our generation being ‘‘Aglow 
with the Spirit!’’ | would see us spreading a con- 
tagion of enthusiasm and joy for what we have 
become through Christ and our association with 
His Church. 


oes 


Rev. J.A. Wenner, Pastor 


| would see us breaking away from the 
professionalism of daily acts of Christian Charity so 
that the lay people of our fellowship become the 
conveyors of deed of Christian fellowship, em- 
phasizing the Protestant concept of the priesthood 


of all believers, thus strengthening the whole Body 
of Christ. 


We join with each other in “Moving Forward In 
Zion - Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow!"’ NOW we 
are all the forefathers of the future! 


8 
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Early History 


Even in the rugged days of early colonial life, the 
hand of God led the settlers who sought to 
establish themselves in the wilderness. The first 
settlement in the area was made by Moravians. In 
1746, they purchased a large tract of land on the 
north side of Mahoning Creek, near its mouth. Here 
a number of huts were built for the Indian converts 
and the missionaries who came to teach them the 
Scriptures and to instruct them in cultivating the 
fields. A church was built in the middie of the 
village. 

This soon proved too small and in September, 
1749, the cornerstone of a new church was laid. 
The congregation at this time numbered 500 
persons and the new community prospered until 
the year 1755. 

On Monday evening, November 24, 1755, the 
company living in the chapel, which was used in 
part as a dwelling place, was surprised by a band of 
hostile Indians who had probably come from the 
Wyoming Valley. These marauders, under cover of 
darkness, attacked the meeting house and killed 
eleven persons: seven men, three women and one 
child. They set fire to the buildings. This event 
brought terror to the peaceful company of villagers 
and many fled never to return. On the following 
day, eight whites and some thirty to forty Indians 
arrived in Bethlehem and related the story of the 
massacre. 

In January of the following year, Benjamin 
Franklin came to New Gnadenhuetten, now 
Weissport, to arrange the building of Fort Allen. 
Slowly peace was restored to the area and some 
time later, about 1770, a third chapel was begun 
and the congregation was re-established by Joseph 
Misca. This church was not for the exclusive use of 
the Moravians. People of both the Reformed and 
Lutheran denomination made use of it. In fact the 
Moravian influence seemed to decline. In 1814, the 
last Moravian missionary, John Casper Frerteg, left 
the area for Ohio, leaving behind Joseph Rhoads, 
the last of the Moravians. 

The early days of the nineteenth century were 
the days of circuit-riders. These missionaries who 
traveled from one point to another, looked after the 
religious life of the early settlers as best they could. 
About 1800 many such circuit riders of the 
Reformed Church traveled through the Lehigh 
Valley. The names of these men are found on old 
family certificates of that period. By March, 1818, 
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the first Union Church of the Reformed and 
Lutheran denominations was organized at 
Gnadenhuetten in the Moravian Church occupied 
by Frederica Misca. When this little church could 
no longer meet the needs of the people, worship 
was conducted in the school house on South Third 
Street. It was in this building in later years where 
the first Sunday School of Lehighton was organized 
and conducted for many years. 

In the year 1838, another change was made in 
the place of worship. The Union Church -at- 
Weissport became the center of religious activity. 
Later called Jacob’s Reformed Church in honor of 
Jacob Weiss, who donated the ground on which the 
present church stands, it served the people of both 
the Reformed and Lutheran denominations for 
many years. A Union Sunday School in Lehighton 
had likewise served people from both communities. 

However, by 1870 lines of division were 
beginning to mark the various religious 
organizations in the area. The Rev. Abraham 
Bartholomew, of the Weissport church was granted 
permission by the East Pennsylvania Classis to 
organize a Reformed Congregation in Lehighton in 
1872. In his annual report for the year, Rev. Bar- 
tholomew noted: 

“| also preached in Lehighton during the year 
until the mother congregation objected to having 
the services divided between them and the new 
interest organized in Lehighton. This did not last 
long and | was told they wanted all of my time. To 
comply with their desires and at the same time not 
to hinder the interest on either side of the Lehigh, | 
felt that the best thing would be to stop preaching 
in Lehighton and make room for another man." 


Page 8 


YESTERDAY 


The actual beginning of The Zion Reformed 
Congregation is well documented. In the 
HISTORICAL SKETCH prepared by the Rev. David 
A. Winter to mark the thirty-fifth anniversary we 
may read: 

“Jacob's Reformed Church in Weissport is the 
mother of Zion Reformed Congregation in 
Lehighton. All the charter members prior to the 
organization were members in Weissport.” 

“The first steps taken to organize the present 
Reformed congregation in Lehighton appears on 
the records of East Pennsylvania Classis. At an 
adjourned meeting held in Catasauqua, May 20, 
1872, Rev. Abraham Bartholomew was authorized 
to organize a Reformed congregation in 
Lehighton.” 

Rev. Winter also reported an item published in 
the Carbon Advocate dated Saturday, May 3, 1873. 
The item read: 

“The Reformed Congregation of this borough 
held a meeting in the Lehighton Academy on 
Tuesday evening last (April 29, 1873) for the 
purpose of organizing and adopting a constitution. 
This congregation was started by Rev. A. Bar- 
tholomew, but was resigned by that gentleman on 
account of his services being demanded by his 
regular charge.” 

The constitution, written in German, was 
adopted and signed by the charter members. Many 
of these signers also served on the first Consistory. 

In his report to the East Pennsylvania Classis for 
the year ending May 20, 1873, Rev. Abraham 
Bartholomew noted: 

“The organization of Zion’s Reformed 
Congregation in Lehighton in accordance with the 
permission granted me by your Reverend body is 
now completed. The congregation expects to hold 
an election for a pastor next Sunday. The prospects 
are that Brother Christian Kessler will be elected, 
which will please me greatly.” 

The Zion Reformed Church was officially 
received as a congregation of: the Reformed 
Church in the United States following the meeting 
of the Classis on June 8, 1873. At this meeting a 
petition was presented by the Consistory to the 
Classis requesting to be received as a 
congregation. This petition was signed by Christian 
Kessler and Charles: T. Horn as secretary. 

The early history of Zion continued to find faith- 
ful recorders. The Rev. Levi K. Derr, one of the best 
beloved pastors of Zion Church, wrote a historical 
sketch dated January, 1880 and entitled “The Rise 
and Progress of Zion's Reformed Congregation in 
the Borough of Lehighton, Carbon County, Pa.” 


After describing the trials of Rev. Bartholomew 
in trying to establish a Lehighton congregation 
Rev. Derr states: 

“So far as | could learn, several students and 
licentiates preached for them till spring of 1873. 
Services were held in the Academy building where 
a select school was kept up which proved a great 
help to the new but still unborn interest.” 

“In the Spring of 1873 Christian Kessler took 
charge of the school and also the prospective 
congregation and he succeeded in starting them on 
a fair way; but owing to his extreme bodily infirmity 
he only labored among them about six or eight 


The Old Academy Building 


months, when he was obliged to retire from active 
duty.” 

From the Fall of 1873 to February, 1874, during 
the absence of Mr. Kessler, occasional services 
were held. On February 2, 1874, in the evening 
Rev. Derr, by request of the Consistory, preached 
his first sermon in the Academy building. The 
question of erecting a church building had been 
much discussed. At one time a lot was secured and 
money collected. Because of dissatisfaction on the 
part of some persons was so great, the money was 
refunded and the matter dropped. 


continue ——— 
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The newly formed congregation continued to 
meet for worship in the Academy Building on South 
First Street. But the continuing problems of a lack 
of space confronted the group which grew steadily 
under the Christian guidance and leadership of 
Rev. Derr. The Zion Sunday School, under the 
leadership of William Seaboldt, was keeping pace 
in growing with the Church. Again we quote from 
Rev. Derr, who wrote concerning this period: 

“For a long time we could not agree on a 
suitable location. While some favored a cheap site, 
others insisted on a central one; | favored the 
latter and my whole influence went in that 
direction. After much talking and planning Elder 
Joseph Obert settled the matter by purchasing a 
central site and deeding it to the congregation as 
an offering to the Lord. This was the end of idle talk 
and the beginning of earnest work.” 

Rev. Derr continues, 

“Ground was broken at once, and a building 
committee appointed. Whitsunday, being the 
fourth day of June, 1876, was a day of general 
rejoicing for the congregation and their friends;. 
the occasion was the laying of the corner stone of 
the new church.” 


continue ——— 
Abraham Bartholemew 1872 - 1873 


To continue with Rev. Derr’s narrative: 

“When | came to Lehighton it was winter and 
cold, and the hope or prospects of a Reformed 
Church in Lehighton were about as cold and 
cheerless as the winter. Some had withdrawn from 
the little flock and returned to the old congregation 
at Weissport, while others stood aloof waiting and 
watching to see what would come out of this 
church movement.” 

Rev. Derr goes on to describe his first sermon 
preached in Lehighton to a “crowded house. | am 
not aware that | ever preached to a more attentive 
audience. From now on | preached regularly every 
two weeks, one Sunday twice, viz. morning and 
evening and in two weeks hence in the evening 
only: so cheered and hopeful was the little flock 
that they cheerfully fetched me with a hand truck 
from Slatington on the railroad, a distance of over 
nine miles, so that | might preach to them in the 
evening. A more cheerful lively, hopeful and 
zealous little band of Christians can scarcely be 
found anywhere. They put their hearts and 
shoulders to the wheel of church work with such a 
will and in such good earnest that | felt at once 
perfectly at home among them. Our united motto 
was LABOR FOR GOD.” Christian Kessler 1873 - 1874 
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“From June, 1876, to January, 1877, was a busy 
time for us all. The Pastor, the building committee, 
the members and even the Sabbath School 
children were all busy and anxious to get into the 
new church. On January 14, 1877, the beautiful 
basement (first floor) of the new church was 
dedicated to the worship of the Triumphant God, 
with appropriate religious service. By unanimous 
agreement we resolved to worship in the basement 
till the debt is paid.” 

Rev. Levi K. Derr continued to serve the church 
and congregation until 1879. At that time, he 
retired from active ministry for a year because of 
impaired health. Following this rest he accepted a 
charge at Reading, Pa. He continued the Lord’s 
work for many years and to the end of his days 
maintained abiding ties with Zion Church in 
Lehighton. 

On February 1, 1880, Rev. John H. Hartman was 
installed as the pastor. During his pastorate the 
building debt was paid and by the fall of 1883 
efforts were made to gather funds for the com- 
pletion of the church auditorium. 

Rev. Hartman resigned in February, 1884. But 
we are indebted to him for transcribing the early 
history of the congregation as it was recorded by 
Rev. Derr. 

The Rev. George Stibitz succeeded Mr. Hartman 
and was installed on April 9, 1885. On May 24, 
1885, the auditorium of the church was con- 
secrated with special services. One of the local 
newspapers reported concerning the dedication of 
the auditorium: 

“The upper room of the Church is now neatly 
furnished and is a comfortable though perhaps not 
as spacious a place as the growing membership 
might need. It is neatly frescoed; a large picture 
back of the pulpit represents the Resurrection 
Morn. The pulpit and its furniture are handsome 
and very finely decorated, the communion table 
and pulpit being covered with silk velvet, richly 
embroidered with tinsel, the work and gift of one 
of the young lady members of the church, Miss 
Emma Obert (Mrs. H.B. Kennel). Comfortable 
pews fill the room. Handsome carpet covers the 
entire floor. Two Bailey reflectors ornamented the 
prisma, lighting up the whole with a clear light, 
having all told an inviting appearance.” 


Levi K. Derr 1874 - 1890 


Rev. Stibitz resigned his charge at Zion in 
September, 1887, to continue his studies at Yale 
University. He later served as an instructor at 
Ursinus College. 

Rev. J. Alvin Reber was installed as the sixth 
pastor at Zion Reformed Church on July 29, 1888. 
During his pastorate the membership continued to 
increase, and plans were made to enlarge the 


continue ——— 
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church by building an addition in the rear. The 
foundation walls were laid, but the work was 
discontinued. During his pastorate, also, a Mission 
Board was organized. The Women’s Missionary 
Society was begun, The Daughters of Zion, a faith- 
ful group of women workers, was instituted. Rev. 


Reber continued his services at Zion until July, 
1898. 


continue ——— 
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The First Church 


Built in 1876 and showing the lot at the Corner of Second and Iron 
Streets which was bought in July, 1908, on which our 
beautiful edifice now stands 


Harvest Home Decorations during Pastorate of Rev. Winter 
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During the fall of 1898, Rev. David A. Winter 
came to Zion, but he was not formally installed untii 
April 9, 1899 as the seventh pastor. During the 
pastorate of Rev. Winter plans to enlarge the 
church building were again begun. The corner lot 
at Second and Iron streets was purchased. 
However, instead of building an annex it was 
decided by the congregation to rebuild the Old 
Church. To that end the cornerstone of the Second 
Building was re-laid on May 18, 1902. The following 
August 30 marked the dedication of the Second 
Building. During his pastorate, Rev. Winter 
inaugurated the congregational paper, ‘The 
Visitor,” and made efforts to get the congregation 
on a sound financial basis. He ended his ministry in 
Lehighton in 1910, to accept a call in Louisville, 
Kentucky. 


George Stibits 1884-1887 


J. Alvin Reber 1888 - 1898 


There was a marked numerical growth in the 
Church at this time. And so, in spite of recent 
rebuilding of the First Church, the congregation 
recognized that a major change was necessary. 
And so it came about that during the pastorate of 
Rev. Elmer S. Noll, which began late in 1910, work 
was begun on the Third Building at the corner of 
South Second and Iron streets adjacent to the 

continis 2 J.H. Hartman 1880-1884 
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Second Building. Not only the problem of ‘‘not 
enough room” but also the discussion of a split into 
two Reformed congregations and Sunday Schools, 
based in part on conflict over language used for the 
service, prompted the Consistory to take these 
bold measures. 


By the time of the completion of the beautiful 
building in which we now worship, the nation had 
entered into World War |. Rev. Noll was active in 
the patriotic work of Carbon County and did his 
share in serving his country at home. A special 
service of welcome was held in the Zion Church in 
1919 for the returned soldiers and sailors. Rev. 
Noll accepted a call from the St. John’s Reformed 
Church in Schuylkill Haven, Pa., during the fall of 
1921. 

In his resignation after serving almost eleven 
years as pastor of Zion Church, Rev. Elmer S. Noll 
wrote, “Never has a pastor been treated more 
kindly thanwhat themembers of Zion have treated 
me.” 


continue ——— 


Christmas Decorations During Pastorate of Rev Reber 


Ground was broken for the new church building 
on the afternoon of May 14, 1914 with proper 
services. By May 16, 1915, the foundation was laid 
and things were in readines for the placing of the 
cornerstone. Finally after many disappointments, 
conflicts and set-backs came the time of great joy 
on Palm Sunday, April 1, 1917. For on this day the 
buildings were completed and ready for dedication 
to God. 
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As the first half century of the life of Zion Church 
ended there was much for which to be thankful. 
The faithful members, who had persisted in their 
efforts, and the strong pastors, who had provided 
leadership, had firmly established Zion as a 
growing Church not only in the community, but in 
the Kingdom of God as well. 


David A. Winter 1898 - 1910 


Elmer S. Noll 1910- 1921 


The building itself was described in The 
Lehighton Press on Friday, March 30, 1917, as a 
“magnificent New Zion Reformed Church Edifice.” 
The ensuing article reported, ‘‘Lehighton can boast 
of one of the finest church edifices to be found 
anywhere. The lordly tower is 132 feet high, with a 
town clock of four dials, facing the four points of the 
compass.” 


TODAY =" 


The present era in Zion Church began when a 
call was extended to Paul Reid Pontius in the 
spring of 1922. A son of a pastor, Rev. Pontius had 
been serving for six years after his ordination as 
the pastor of Trinity Church in Gettysburg, Pa. 
During that time he was also the Camp Pastor at 
Camp Colt during World War | and he also taught 
at Gettysburg College. 

Rev. Pontius accepted the call and began his 
ministry in Zion Church on July 16, 1922, and was 
installed as pastor on September 3. His work at 
Zion began at a period when much activity was 
forthcoming. Before the year was out, the White 
Gifts Christmas Service was revived, the Con- 
stitution was revised, a survey was made of the 
parish and a committee was appointed to serve as 
leaders in the Golden Jubilee celebration. 


The work of this committee, the pastor and the 
congregation came to a climax in the spring of 1923 
when the week of April 22-29 was set aside for the 
celebration of our Golden Jubilee. A_ special 
edition of the May, 1923, VISITOR records the 
events of the week. 


continue ——— 


Paul Reid Pontius 1922 — 


The Rev. Nevin C. Harner, Ph.D., D.D. 
Assistant Pastor and Director of Reli- 
gious Education 1924-28 
Died 1950 
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Sunday, April 22, 1923 

Morning Service - Rev. J. Alvin Reber, sixth 
pastor 

Afternoon Service - Dedication of Church School 
building to memory of Rev. L.K. Derr, third pastor. 
Rev. J.H. Hartman, fourth pastor, was the speaker. 

Evening Serivce - Sermon preached by Rev. 
Albert O. Bartholomew, son of Rev. Abraham 
Bartholomew, founder and organizer of Zion 
Church. 


Monday, April 23, 1923 
Evening Service - Sermon by Rev. E.S. Noll, 
eighth pastor, who was pastor during building of 
new edifice. 


Tuesday, April 24, 1923 
Musical play, ‘“The Land of Promise,” by young 
people of the congregation 


Wednesday, April 25, 1923 
Sunday School Night, Rev. William Yenser, first 
son of the congregation, delivered sermon. 


Thursday, April 26, 1923 The Rev. Carl S. Leinbach 
Community Night - pastors from the community Pastor 1939-53 


Friday, April 27, 1923 
Older Folks Night - Rev. David A. Winter, seventh 
pastor, was present. 


Saturday, April 28, 1923 
No formal worship service. A chime concert from 
7 to 8 p.m. on the newly installed bells. 


Sunday, April 29, 1923 


Following morning chime concert Rev. Hartman 
and Rev. Winter conducted a service, mostly in 
German. The afternoon and evening service were 
both conducted by Rev. Stibitz. Following the 
evening services, Mrs. Magina Kistler Mantz for- 
mally presented the chimes to Zion. 


After the excitement of the celebration of the 
first fifty years of Zion, the pastorate of Rev. 
Pontius continued to bring many new things to the 
church. New organizations were formed within the 
church, new equipment and furnishings appeared, 
the investiture of Boy Scout Troop 83 occurred, the 
annual presentation of Easter lilies was begun. 


continue ——— 


Rev. Alton Leister 


During the four year span from 1924 to 1928, the 
congregation was also served by an assistant 
pastor. It was the belief of Rev. Pontius that an 
assistant pastor could best serve as Director of 
Religious Education. To this end, Rev. Nevin C. 
Harnerd served in the assistant capacity during 
these years. 

In a copy of the Visitor, Rev. Pontius noted the 
death of “‘Zion’s most liberal benefactor, Miss Sallie 
J. Riegel” in the year 1933. A year later, the first 
visiting clergyman sponsored by the Sallie J. Riegel 
Foundation appeared at Zion. 

The church dining room was moved from the 
gymnasium in Derr Hall to the basement of the new 
building. Over a period of years the kitchen was 
outfitted to complement the new facility. 

The pastorate of Rev. Pontius continued until 
1939. He was followed at Zion by Rev. Carl L. 
Leinbach. In the years which followed much work 
was accomplished in the direction of strengthening 
the organizations within the church and expanding 
their service to the congregation Zion. It was also 
during Rev. Leinbach’s tenure in Zion that the final 
liquidation of indebtedness incurred in the 
building of the Third (present) Building took 
place. 

The removal of those financial problems, allowed 
Zion to raise its sight and look beyond its own 
immediate needs for the first time in many years. 
And it was indeed a feeling of loss for the 
congregation of Zion when in 1953, Rev. Leinbach 
decided to relinquish his duties to accept a call in 
Hazleton. 

This brought to Lehighton, Rev. Alton M. Leister 


who became the eleventh pastor to serve at Zion. 


Early in his pastorate, Rev. Leister helped to 
initiate a Building Fund to support needed 
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renovations about the church property. During the 
years which followed, a number of these 
renovations took place. On March 30, 1958, a re- 
dedication of the Sanctuary was held. On February 
1, 1959, the newly renovated pipe organ was also 
re-dedicated. 

A pamphlet published in conjunction with the 
ninetieth anniversary celebration in 1963 reports 
the following: 

“On Wednesday, January 16, at the adjourned 
session of the Annual Meeting, a new code of By- 
Laws was adopted to regulate the life and guide 
the destiny of Zion’s congregation into the future. 
The most significant movement initiated in this 
code is that of the congregation placing major 
emphasis on its Ministry through Christian 
Education, Christian Stewardship and Christian 
Action. A number of members of the congregation 
along with a like number of Consistory members 
and the Pastor are challenged through study and 
administration to conduct the Church's ministry of 
Christian Education. And, the same procedure is 
set for the church’s ministry of Christian 
Stewardship, and its ministry of Christian Action. It 
is the conviction of the leadership and active 
members of the congregation that in these 
ministries particularly, Zion’s congregation must 
break-away from the traditional one-man ministry 
and perform a people-to-people ministry in the 
Spirit of Christ that is relevant to the times.” 

Rev. Leister continued to serve according to 
these guidelines and to implement these ideals for 
his ministry at Zion until 1967 when he left 
Lehighton to answer a call at St. John’s United 
Church of Christ, New Chester, Pa. He continues in 
this pastorate today and is the only living former 
pastor of Zion Church, Lehighton. 


Page 18 


Present Pastorate 


With the vacancy created by the departure of 
Rev. Leister, the congregation of Zion United 
Church of Christ found it necessary to once again 
extend a call for a pastor. The cal! was answered by 
the Rev. Jerome A. Wenner, D.D., who was formally 
installed at the evening service on December 3, 
1967. 

Rev. Wenner was born at Catasauqua, Pa., on 
April 5, 1911 to Clinton George and Eliza Ann 
Suzanne (Hoffman) Wenner. Along with a twin 
sister, he is the youngest of fourteen children. He 
lost both parents before completing his high school 
education. 


continue ——— 
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Dr. Wenner in his study 
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Pastor J.A. Wenner, D.D. 


He received his A.B. degree from Ursinus College 
in 1933. He continued his education at the Lan- 
caster Theological Seminary, where he was granted 
the Bachelor of Divinity degree in 1936. He has 
done graduate work at the University of Penn- 
sylvania, Temple University, Crozier Theological 
Seminary and Oberlin Graduate School of 
Theology. In 1960, he was honored with a Doctor of 


Divinity degree from Heidelberg College, 
Heidelberg, Ohio. 


continue ——— 


Page 20 


ice 


ic Edi 


jestic 


The Ma 


The Architectural Beauty of the Interior 


Page 22 


Dr. Wenner served his first pastorate in Zion 
Church, Millersville, Pa., from 1936 to 1940. This 
was followed by service in Christ Church, 
Philadelphia (1940-1946): Woodcrest Church, 
Philadelphia (1946-1952); St. Peter’s Church, 
Amherst, Ohio (1952-1958); and Trinity Church, 
Canton, Ohio (1958-1967). 

Dr. Wenner has found time in his many busy 
pastorates to serve the church at large as well as 
locally. For seven years, he served as the Secretary 
of the Philadelphia Synod. He served as Vice 
Chairman of the Commission on World Service; 
was a member of the Commission on Christian 
Social Action, the Board of Editors of the Board of 
Christian Education, the Committee on Urban 
Church of the Board of National Missions. Dr. 
Wenner was also an official delegate to the General 
Synod of the denomination on four occasions, in- 
cluding the Uniting General Synod of the United 
Church of Christ in 1957. More recently he served 
as Chairman of the Stewardship Council and was a 
member of the Board for World Ministries. 

Dr. Wenner is married to the former Mary 
Pauline Albertson whose father was the Reverend 
John W. Albertson, a minister of the Reformed 
Church in the United States. Mrs. Wenner has 
taken an active role in the church affairs not only 
as the wife of a pastor but for seven years she was 
the Christian Education Field Secretary of the 
‘Maryland - Delaware Council of Churches. 

Dr. and Mrs. Wenner are the parents of two sons 
and a daughter. Bruce is a _ professor of 
mathematics in the graduate school of the 
University of Missouri. He graduated from Wooster 
in 1960 and the following year studied under a 
Fulbright Grant in Germany. Frederick Arthur 
Wenner graduated from Heidelberg College and 
Lancaster Theological Seminary. On June 7, 1964, 
the Wenner’s had the privilege of seeing their son 
ordained in the Trinity United Church of Christ in 
Canton, Ohio. Since then Fred has served in 
Palmerton, Pa., and is now in Taneytown, Md. 

Daughter Louise is a graduate of Heidelberg 
and has a graduate degree in speech therapy 
from the University of Pittsburgh. At present she is 
residing in Brockport, New York, near Rochester. 


Spiritual Offspring 
Of Zion 


Throughout its-history Zion Church has been 
concerned and active in the ministry of God’s Word 
not only in Lehighton but for beyond the local 
limits. In the Golden Jubilee booklet published in 
1923, it is recorded that Rev. William Yenser was 
the first son of Zion to enter the Christian ministry. 
Rev. Yenser preached the sermon at the Wed- 
nesday evening service during the Golden Jubilee 
celebration. 

Since that time a number of others have an- 
swered the call and entered God's service. Rev. 
Harold Ash, was ordained in 1932, and continued 
his ministry until 1972 when he retired as pastor of 
the St. Lawrence, Pa. congregation. 

The Rev. Morgan R.W. Andreas became a 
spiritual son of the congregation when he was 
ordained in 1942. He continues to follow his calling 
today. 

Rev. Thomas Arner is the most recently ordained 
son of Zion. The son of Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm Arner, 
he was ordained in 1962 and at the present time 
serves a joint congregation in Herndon, Pa. 

Zion is also justly proud of the contributions 
which its women have made. Outstanding among 
these is Miss Myrtle McDaniel, a spiritual daughter 
of the congregation, who has served in various 
capacities including Director of Weekday Church 
Schools in Bethlehem, Pa. 

During the celebration of the one hundredth 
anniversary, Zion was honored to have each of its 
spiritual sons return to lead the congregation in 
worship. 
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CHRIST CHURCH, PACKERTON 


Christ United Church of Christ, Packerton, was 
organized September 19, 1899 in the brick school 
building in Packerton, Pa. Serving on the 
organizing committee were: 

Rev. Elmer Leinbach, Kutztown, Pa. 
Rev. T.J. Hacker, Allentown, Pa. 
Rev. D.E. Schoedler, Allentown, Pa. 

Proceedings to purchase the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, Packerton were started in May 
of 1900, and the church was purchased for $1,200 


EXTERIOR and rebuilt in 1901. The cornerstone and church 

FORMER dedication were held on October 27, 1901 with 
singing in both German and English. 

CHRIST Rev. William Hartzel served as pastor from 1900 

CHURCH to 1903, with Rev. W.H. Herbert serving from June, 

PACKERTON 1903, to January, 1904. In May of 1904, Rev. D.E. 


Schoedler came to serve the church until July, 
1910. Supply pastors fulfilled the pastoral needs 
from 1910 to 1914. In August of 1914, Rev. George 
Hamm answered the call until September of 1917. 
Rev. J. Freeman became pastor in April, 1918, and 
served until September, 1929. Rev. Wilbur W. 
Moyer held the pastorate from 1930 thru 1955. At 
that time pulpit needs were supplied by two 
students from Franklin and Marshall Seminary - 
Allan Rohrbaugh from 1955 to 1957, and Richard 
Benner from 1957 to 1958. In Spring of 1958, Earl 
GW. Smith, layman began serving the church until 
his death in 1965. At that time, Layman Leonard 
Strauss fulfilled the needs of the church from 1965 
until 1970. During the period from 1965 to 1970, 
all church rites were performed by clergy from Zion 
United Church of Christ, Lehighton. 

On May 25, 1970, the Consistory of Christ 
Church met with representatives from Zion United 
Church of Christ to discuss the merging of Christ 
Church with Zion. On July 12, 1970, the Resolution 
to Unite was presented to the congregation, and 
was favorably voted upon on July 19, 1970, during 
the church service. 

On September 20, 1970, the membership was 
transferred to Zion United Church of Christ during 
the Uniting Service, with all property and assets 
being automatically transferred, and trust funds 
being held intact. 


Interior of Early Church 


The Sunday School 


Long before the Reformed people of Lehighton 
dreamed of organizing a separate congregation for 
themselves, Sunday School work was conducted in 
which people of all denominations took part. A 
Union School met in a school building on the corner 
of Third and Mahoning streets where the 
Presbyterian Church now stands. Later, these 
sessions were moved to a new school building at 
Fourth and Iron streets. And again in 1873, the 
sessions were moved to the basement of the newly 
completed Lutheran Church at Third and Iron 
streets. 

The decision to form the Reformed Church in 
Lehighton was due in large part to the desire of the 
people to have their own Sunday School. With the 
coming of Rev. Derr, a Sunday School for the 
Reformed people was organized. 

A call was issued for the first meeting of the 
Reformed Sunday School for April 26, 1874, at 
2:00 P.M. About 200 people crowded the Academy 
Building and Zion Sunday School, under the 
leadership of Mr. William Seaboldt, her first 
superintendent, started her growth. 

The influence of the Sunday School is notable in 
every case during which building or remodeling 
has taken place in Zion. Indeed so rapidly did the 
Sunday School grow during these early years that it 
was often as much the needs of this group as well 
as the congregation in general which had to be met. 

It would be impossible to list the names of all the 
persons who have contributed time, energy and 
Christian devotion to perpetuate Zion Sunday 
School. 

However, the names of George E. Gray and H.B. 
Kennel cannot be passed over lightly. Because of 
their outstanding efforts and contributions their 
names are commemorated even today in the 
Sunday School classes named for them. 


TOMORROW 


The future of Zion Church is being celebrated 
even today, with the commemoration of the one 
hundredth anniversary of the church. One of the 
major projects in conjunction with the anniversary 
has been the refurbishing and electrification of the 
chimes located in the clock tower atop the present 
church sancuary. 

These ten bells were presented as a gift to Zion 
Church by Mrs. Magina Kistler Mantz and were 
consecrated at the evening service on April 23, 
1923, as a part of the Golden Jubilee celebrations. 
To further mark the event, chime concerts, using 


the newly installed bells, were played on Saturday 
evening (April 28), Sunday morning afternoon and 
evening (April 29) and Monday noon and evening 
(April 30). 

The ten bells in the chime, comprising the eight 
notes of the octave “Eb,” a flat seventh ‘‘Db” and 
one tone above the scale “F’’, range in weight from 
2650 pounds to 550 pounds for the smallest. 

The bells were originally suspended in a frame 
built to suit the requirements of the tower, with the 
large bell fully mounted for swinging and tolling 
independently, when desired, and arranged for the 
attachment of the clock hammer. 

They are arranged for sounding by hand from a 
lever stand, or console, which is placed in a room in 
the tower below the belfry. The bells were 
manufactured by the McShane Bell Foundry 
Company of Baltimore, Maryland. 

Each bell bears a unique inscription prepared by 
the donor. These inscriptions are listed below: 


Inscriptions on the Bells 


LARGE BELL 
iN LOVING MEMORY OF MY PARENTS, 
KISTLER AND WIFE, 
Pay THEIR DAUGHTER, 
MAGINA KISTLER MANTZ, 
UNTIL WE MEET TO PART NO MORE, 
FOR THE JOY OF THE COMMUNITY, 
FOR THE UPLIFT OF MANKIND, 
FOR THE HONOR OF RELIGION, 
. MAY THESE SILVER-TONGUED VOICES PROCLAIM FOR 
GENERATIONS, TO COME, THE PRAISE OF GOD, WITH 
THE NAME OF THE DONOR, 
SECOND BELL: DEDICATED TO 
THE MEMBERS OF 
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
WITH LOVING THOUGHTS, THROUGH ENDLESS GENERATIONS. 
THIRD BELL: IN MEMORY OF MY 
GRAND-PARENTS, 
MICHAEL car tt gs AND WIFE 
AN 


JOHN KISTLER AND WIFE. 
TENDER THOUGHTS OF CHILD-HOOD DAYS WITH 
FOND REMEMBRANCE 
FOURTH BELL: DEDICATED TO 
THOMAS MANTZ 


AND 
GRIFFITH H. MANTZ, MY HUSBAND, 
FOR MANY YEARS DEVOTED MEMBERS OF THIS CHURCH. 
LABOR UNTO THE LORD. 


FIFTH BELL: DEDICATED TO 
COUSIN CHARLES AND CORA SEMMEL 
WITH SINCEREST LOVE AND HOPES 
TO MEET ON THE GOLDEN SHORE. 
DEDICATED TO 
MY UNCLES AND AUNTS, 
IN THEE O LORD DO | PUT MY TRUST. 
LET ME NEVER BE CONFUSED. 
DEDICATED TO 
MY COUSIN, 
REV. JAMES DANIEL KISTLER. 
AND THERE SHALL BE NO NIGHT THERE, 
THEY NEED NO CANDLES, NEITHER LIGHT OF THE SUN. 
FOR THE LORD GOD GIVETH THEM LIGHT 
AND THEY SHALL REIGN FOREVER AND EVER. 
EIGHTH BELL: DEDICATED TO 
MY COUSINS. 
TRUE BONDS OF FRIENDSHIP CAN NEVER BE TORN 
ASUNDER, AND TILL AGAIN WE GATHER 
ELP ME TO LABOR IN THY FEAR. 
PRAISE S00 FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW. 
NINTH BELL: DEDICATED TO 
NOTHSTEIN AND WIFE, 
WHO SHARED JOY AND SORROW, 
ALWAYS LENDING A HELPING HAND. 
GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST. 


DEDICATED TO 
THE ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR. 
LOOK BEYOND, THE®E'S HOPE FOR THEE, 
DAWNING O'ER THE TRANQUIL SEA, 
SOFTLY IT SMILES, THROUGH DISTANCE FAR, 
THE BEAUTIFUL EASTERN STAR. 


SIXTH BELL: 


SEVENTH BELL: 


TENTH BELL: 


The Beautiful Sanctuary Facing The Rear 


As a result of the centennial efforts, the bells may 
now be played from a Keyboard which is located in 
the sanctuary by the organ console. With this new 
method of operation, the bells are again being 
shared with the community. A group of young 
people presents a chime program each evening at 
dusk and again on Sunday mornings as a prelude to 
the worship service. Once more the voice of Zion 
brings its message to the surrounding countryside. 


Along with the work on the bells, extensive repair 
work was performed on the interior and exterior of 
the tower itself. This work was also a part of the 
centennial program. The completion of this long- 
overdue project insures that the magnificent 
structure has been restored to its former beauty 
and safety, to serve as a local landmark. 
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Derr Hall, at one time the sanctuary, and with its 
raised stage, has become the center of many ac- 
tivities as Zion enters its second century. It serves 
as the center of activities for a part of the Sunday 
Church School. On many occasions in the past the 
stage in Derr Hall has been the scene of a variety of 
performances and programs. During Golden 
Jubilee Week in 1923, the young people of Zion 
presented a musical play ‘The Land of Promise” on 
its boards. 


And now, a half century later, another generation 
of young people of Zion have returned tothe stage 
in Derr Hall. This group, known as Zion Opera 
Workshop, has successfully ventured into the 
production of a musical play each spring for the 
past three years. And plans have been started to 
continue into the second century with a new 
performance scheduled for early next spring. And 
so Zion ministers to all members of its flock by 
providing opportunities for people of all ages to 
find meaningful experiences upon which to build 
lives which will be richer and more precious in the 
sight of God. | 


continue——— 


The stage in Derr Hall with part of the scenery from 
Zion Opera Workshop's “‘Fiddler On The Roof"’. 


3 
Interior facing left of Sanctuary 


The ministry of Zion is being extended in other 
ways also. The congregation, through its leader- 
ship, is concerned with providing material as well 
as Spiritual help to those less fortunate and in need 
because of natural disaster, economic crisis, old 
age or whatever situations may befall others in the 
immediate community, the nation and even to the 
four corners of the earth. And this leadership and 
willingness to share shows signs of growing even 
into the second century. 

Finally, but again as part of the centennial 
celebration, Zion United Church of Christ has 
instituted a program which it calls the Second 
Century Interaction Program (SCIP). It is a 
program that is mindful of the fact that Zion should 
go forward into the second century with the same 
zeal and dedication that the founders displayed, as 
well as the untiring efforts of all who have labored 
in behalf of Zion during her first one hundred 
years. 


SCIP is a program of concern - concern for Zion 
and her members, the shut-ins, the youth groups, 
those who are temporarily beyond the immediate 
community, those who are not now active, indeed 
Zion and all her members. SCIP is a ‘‘friend to 
friend” program and it is an on-going program. And 
SCIP is a program of commitment, to those values 
and ideals which fostered the establishment of 
Zion Church one hundred years ago and which 
nourished its growth and development through a 
century of progress in God’s Kingdom. 

So Zion proudly looks back and humbly looks 
forward to even greater opportunity to service in 
God’s Holy Name to the betterment of the 
brotherhood of all mankind. 


Interior facing the Altar 
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Jesus Christ is the same Yesterday, Today and Forever. Heb. 13:08 


